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COUNCILMEMBER DJOU:  
CITY COUNCIL REJECTS ETHICS REFORM 

 
Yesterday, by a vote of 4 to 5, the Honolulu City Council rejected a measure introduced 

by Councilmember Charles K. Djou (Waikiki/East Honolulu) that would have given the city 

Ethics Commission the ability to issue civil fines.  Currently, the Ethics Commission may only 

send a letter asking an ethics violator to stop unethical behavior. 

“I am extremely disappointed that the Council failed to advance this measure that would 

have finally put teeth into our ethics code,” Djou stated.  “Before City government can tackle the 

major issues of the economy, crime, and transportation, we need a basic foundation of public 

trust.  We will never gain the public’s trust without a strong ethics code.  After a seemingly 

never-ending string of ethical lapses at City Hall, the Council passed up a golden opportunity to 

show the public that we are serious about ethics.” 

Because the City Council also passed yesterday a resolution authorizing the creation of a 

Charter Commission, no major ethics reform measure that requires a charter amendment may be 

enacted until 2007. 

# # # 

CITY COUNCIL 
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-3065/Telephone 547-7000 

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

mailto:cdjou@honolulu.gov
http://www.pdffactory.com

